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Wiki Basics 

What is wiki? 

In simple terms, a Wiki is an openly editable set of pages that allows any user 
to edit content through a simple browser. A Wiki is a piece of server software 
that allows users to freely create and edit Web page content using any Web 
browser. Wiki supports hyperlinks and has a simple text syntax for creating 
new pages and crosslinks between internal pages on the fly. 

In a layman’s words : 

Imagine a public park with a wall set aside for mural artists. Anyone could 
show up at any time and Start painting, adding to existing images, filling 
blank space, or whitewashing as much as they like.A wiki is an analogous 
public space, but it’s on the web. 

Technical meaning : 

A wiki is a website that allows the visitors themselves to easily add, remove, 
and otherwise edit and change available content. It is a set of web pages 
editable by anyone. No special knowledge of HTML is needed. Nor is it 
necessary to access a web server to upload pages. Every page in a wiki can 
be amended, edited, or even deleted by anyone with a web browser. The 
term wiki also can refer to the collaborative software itself (wiki engine) 
that facilitates the operation of such a Web site, or to certain specific wiki 
sites, including the computer science site (the original wiki) WikiWikiWeb 
and on-line encyclopedias such as Wikipedia. A wiki enables documents to 
be written very collaboratively in a simple markup language using a web 
browser. A single page in a wiki is referred to as a “wiki page”, while the 
entire body of pages, which are usually highly interconnected via hyperlinks, 
is “the wiki”; in effect, a wiki is actually a very simple, easy-to-use user-
maintained database for searching or even creating 
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History behind wiki 

It all started when a renowned person named Ward Cunningham started de-
veloping WikiWikiWeb in �994 and installed it on Internet domain c�.com 
on March �5, �995. It was named by Cunningham, who remembered a 
Honolulu International Airport counter employee telling him to take the so-
called “Wiki Wiki” Chance RT-5� shuttle bus line that runs between the 
airport’s terminals According to Cunningham, “I chose wiki-wiki as an al-
literative substitute for ‘quick’ and thereby avoided naming this stuff quick-
web.” “Wiki Wiki” is a reduplication of “wiki”, a Hawaiian-language word 
for fast. . WikiWikiWeb was the first of such software to be called a wiki.The 
word wiki is a shorter form of wiki wiki (weekie, weekie).The word is some-
times interpreted as the backronym for “what I know is”, which describes the 
knowledge contribution, storage, and the exchange function. 

According to Cunningham, the idea of ‘Wiki’ can be traced back to a Hyper-
Card stack he wrote in the late �980s. In the late �990s, wikis were increas-
ingly recognized as a promising way to develop private and public knowl-
edge bases,[citation needed] and this potential inspired the founders of the 
Nupedia encyclopedia project, which later became Wikipedia. 

How does a wiki work? 

From a user’s perspective, the mechanics are simple. Typically each page 
will have a set of links to 

�. Switch from a View mode to an Edit mode, or vice versa 
�. Show the revision history of the current page 
3. Jump to the wiki’s home page 
4. Search the full text of all pages in the wiki 
5. Display help on how to edit in the wiki 

It’s the Edit link that makes a wiki special. Click on that and you’ll see the 
core content of the current page redisplayed in your browser, but now it’s 
inside an editable text form. Common characters are used to represent the 
page’s special formatting, e.g., a line starting with an exclamation point is a 
heading, while a group of lines starting with dashes is an unnumbered list. 
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The markup conventions vary between wiki implementations, but they’re 
generally simple and have some mnemonic value. In any case, you can mod-
ify the text area to your heart’s content and then submit your changes. You’re 
instantly back in the View mode, and your changes are live. A few additional 
features help make wikis more interesting and useful. You can link to another 
page in the wiki by inserting the page’s title, enclosed in asterisks (or another 
symbol, depending on the wiki implementation). If the title isn’t in the wiki, 
you’ll still get a link, but it goes to a new, blank page in the wiki, ready for 
you to add content. Also, many wiki implementations allow you to upload or 
attach files to any page, enabling ad hoc file storage. 

In a nut-shell, a Wiki is 

�. Web-based 
�. Interactive 
3. Collaborative 
4. Iterative 

The wiki philosophy 

Like many simple concepts, “open editing” has some profound and subtle 
effects on Wiki usage. Allowing everyday users to create and edit any page 
in a Web site is exciting in that it encourages democratic use of the Web and 
promotes content composition by nontechnical users. 

The initial wiki software was developed with the following intentions in 
mind - 

�. Open - Should a page be found to be incomplete or poorly organized,   
 any reader can edit it as they see fit. 
�. Incremental - Pages can cite other pages, including pages that have not   
 been written yet. 
3. Organic - The structure and text content of the site are open to editing   
 and evolution. 
4. Mundane - A small number of (irregular) text conventions will provide  
 access to the most useful page markup. 
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5. Universal - The mechanisms of editing and organizing are the same as   
 those of writing so that any writer is automatically an editor and
 organizer. 
6. Overt - The formatted (and printed) output will suggest the input  
 required to reproduce it. 
7. Unified - Page names will be drawn from a flat space so that no
 additional context is required to interpret them. 
8.  Precise - Pages will be titled with sufficient precision to avoid most   
 name clashes, typically by forming noun phrases. 
9. Tolerant - Interpretable (even if undesirable) behavior is preferred to  
 error messages. 
�0. Observable - Activity within the site can be watched and reviewed by   
 any other visitor to the site. 
11. Convergent - Duplication can be discouraged or removed by finding
 and citing similar or related content. 
��. Trust - This is the most important thing in a wiki. Trust the people,
 trust the process, enable trust-building. Everyone controls and checks   
 the  content. Wiki relies on the assumption that most readers have good  
 intentions. 
�3. Fun - Everybody can contribute; nobody has to. 
�4. Sharing - of information, knowledge, experience, ideas, views... 

Wikipedia introduction 

Wikipedia is an online free encyclopedia and is the brain child of Jimmy 
Wales has information on all the topics under the sun. Wikipedia is avail-
able across the globe in different languages and is also available in various 
regional languages. 

Wikipedia has content from Arts, Biography, History Mathematics, Science, 
Society, Technology, etc. All these content in Wikipedia are posted by Inter-
net users for sharing information with others. With rare exceptions, its arti-
cles can be edited by anyone with access to the internet, simply by clicking 
the edit this page link. The name Wikipedia is a combination of the words 
wiki and encyclopedia. Since its creation in �00�, Wikipedia has rapidly 
grown into the largest reference Web site on the Internet. 
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Every post has additional links that points to related information which 
comes handy to do cross reference. Wikipedia is a registered trademark of 
the non-profit Wikimedia Foundation, which has created an entire family of 
free content projects. On all these projects, you are welcome to be bold and 
edit articles yourself, contributing knowledge as you see fit in a collaborative 
way. 

With a lot of projects being done online, Wikipedia comes as a handy tool 
for easy reference and knowledge. The Wikimedia Foundation, Inc. is a 
501(c)(3) not-for-profit devoted to sharing free information with every per-
son in the world. These efforts are supported through the generosity of the 
users, who believe that knowledge should be shared and made available to 
all. Contributing to Wikipedia is rather simple and can be done using PayPal. 
Alternately contributions can also be sent via cheque using the snail mail and 
cash can be directly deposited in their bank account. 

WITH EXCERPTS FROM WIKIPEDIA.COM 

Jimmy Wales 

Jimmy Donal Wales, also known as Jimbo Wales, is an American Internet 
entrepreneur best known as the founder of Wikipedia. His other famous wiki 
related projects include Wikimedia Foundation (non-profitable Org) and Wi-
kia Inc, (a profitable company).He received his Bachelor’s degree in finance 
from Auburn University and started with the Ph.D. finance program at the 
University of Alabama, where he left with a Master’s in finance.After that, 
he took courses offered in the Ph.D. finance program at Indiana University.
From �994-�000, Wales served as research director at Chicago Options As-
sociates, a futures and options trader in Chicago. 

Perhaps this is the most famous words spoken by him, which best describes 
wikipedia “Imagine a world in which every single person on the planet is 
given free access to the sum of all human knowledge. That’s what we’re do-
ing”. 

Today Jimmy Wales is celebrated as a champion amoung Internet commu-
nity. He believes amateurs can contribute as much as and some times much 
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more than the contribution by professionals and that talent can be found any-
where. Everyone predicted that mob rule would lead to chaos.Instead it has 
led to one of the finest knowledge repository ever made. 

Currently, Wales works and lives in St. Petersburg, Florida. He lives in a 
modest single story house. 

http://blog.jimmywales.com/ 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jimmy_Wales 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Jimbo_Wales 

http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9�7�,��87�86,00.html 

WikiCamp.in 

WikiCamp.in is an effort by the Knowledge Foundation to set a platform for 
wiki users harness the power of Wikis and also to synergise and create a uni-
fied community around it. 

Wikicamp is all about harnessing and understanding the power of Wikis. It is 
a one day event aimed to bring together the best minds from the Wiki/Inter-
net space to talk about issues, opportunities and what the future and evolu-
tion of this valuable tool looks like. 

The Knowledge Foundation 

The Knowledge Foundation is a non-profit body formed by a high energy 
team of technology enthusiasts whose aim is to create a healthy ecosystem of 
constant learning. The members believe in the spirit of learning by sharing. 
They believe in the power of collective intelligence. 

TKF members have conducted successful events like BarCamp.in, a technol-
ogy unconference; BlogCamp.in, India’s biggest unconference on blogging 
and Proto.in, Premier Event Showcasing India’s Entrepreneurial Spirit. 
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The Events slated for �007 are MobileMondays, PodCamp, Second Edition 
of Proto.in and the second edition of BlogCamp.in. 

Wiki trivia 

1. The first wiki concept was developed by Ward Cunningham at his web  
 site http://c�.com/cgi/wiki way back in �995 
�. The word “Wiki” was brought to the internet world by Ward
 Cunningham after the “Wiki Wiki” shuttle bus line that runs between the  
 airport’s terminals at the Honolulu International Airport. “Wiki Wiki” is  
 a reduplication of “wiki”, a Hawaiian-language word for fast. 
3. A blog with wiki support is called Bliki (also known as a WikiLog,   
 Wog, WikiWeblog, Wikiblog, or Bloki). This means that after (or
 before) an article is posted to the blog, it can be edited, either by
 anyone or by some group of authorized users 
4. Village Pump is a set of pages used to discuss the technical issues,
 policies, and operations of Wikipedia, and is divided into six village   
 pump sections. 
5. Wikipedia receives between �0,000 and 30,000 page requests per
 second, depending on time of day.More than �00 servers have been
 set up to handle the traffic. 
6. There are presently �50 language editions of Wikipedia, of these, the
 top �� have over �00,000 articles and the top ��8 have over �,000
 articles and 55% of the traffic comes from the english version. 
7. Take the Wikipediholic test at http://tools.wikimedia.de/~merphant/
 cgi-bin/wikiholic.cgi 
8. Wikipedia lets you download its complete database. Nope! You
 don’t have to spider the whole of wikipedia all you have to do is follow
 a set of instructions given here. (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ 
 wikipedia:Technical_FAQ#Is_it_possible_to_download_the_ 
 contents_of_Wikipedia.3F) This is not illegal and wikipedia  
 recom mends it to spidering. Imagine having the whole of wikipedia  
 on your computer :D. Though this process
 speeds up things compared to spidering, it still takes a long long time
 to download the whole of wikipedia :( 
9. Wikipedia keyboard shortcuts: Wikipedia use the ALT key on
 Windows or the Control key on the Mac. For example: “ALT E” on
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 Windows edits an article, control H on the Mac opens an article’s
 history, “ALT T” shows discussions and so on. If you log in and
 create a Wikipedia account you get lots of other shortcuts as well. More  
 keyboard short cuts (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Keyboard_ 
 shortcuts)

Wiki collobration tools. 

There are a number of different Wiki tools to suit different purposes. The 
main categories are 

�. Enterprise Wikis: These wikis are designed for use within an
 enterprise. Apart from collaborating on documents, these wikis provide  
 support to write small wiki based applications. For example, a HR appli 
 cation might use a wiki to store the résumé and notes about every
 applicant. 
�. General purpose wikis: General purpose wikis provide standard
 document collaboration support. Most general puspose wikis store the   
 complete history of a page and have support to revert to an earlier 
 version. Some general purpose wikis also have support for plugins 
 and extensions. 
3. Personal wikis: Unlike most wikis, personal wikis are designed to 
 be used by a single person to organise their own personal information.   
 Personal wikis leverage the ease of editing and organising information 
 in a wiki to make it easy for a single person to be organised. 
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In addition, there are a number of websites that use wikis for generating and 
organising the content. 
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Vandalism in Wikis 

Hacking 2.0 cases: 
This scam was detected and published by Sophos in early November �006. 
Taking advantage of the fact that Wikipedia allows anyone to create and 
modify articles, hackers uploaded an article to the German edition of Wikipe-
dia (de.wikipedia.org) including a link to a fix for a supposedly new version 
of the Blaster worm. However, the “fix” was actually a piece of malicious 
code. Sophos discovered the scam by intercepting spam messages directing 
recipients to the Wikipedia article with the malicious code. 

Alerted to the problem on their site, Wikipedia immediately fixed the page 
with the malicious link. However, according to Sophos, the previous version 
of the page was still present in the archive and continued to point to mali-
cious code. This allowed the hackers to continue to send spam pointing to the 
archived page on Wikipedia, and infect victims’ computers. Wikipedia later 
confirmed that it had permanently erased the archived version of the page. 

Section VIII: Wiki offshoot: Uncyclopedia 

Uncyclopedia is a parody wiki launched in January �005, and in just three 
years, the site has emerged as a repository of articles with humorous con-
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tents. While the general perception is that Uncyclopedia is a parody of the 
largest online encyclopedia in the world, the English Wikipedia, the Uncy-
clopedia community feels otherwise and declares: “ “Wikipædia” also known 
as “Dorkipedia”, is a tragic parody of “Uncyclopedia”, although Wikipedia 
claims the reverse. “ Certainly, the declaration is interesting, and it is ex-
pected that the debate shall continue! 
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Section IX: Unconventional uses of Wiki, Wikipedia. 

Some of the crazy ways Wikipedia has been/is being used: 

ExtraBed.in 

ExtraBed.in is an initiative similar to the existing counchsurfing.com and 
canicrash.org. The idea is simple. You offer your extra bed to a fellow blog-
ger who visits your city. And in return, when you travel to his/her city, you 
have a place to stay. Cool, Huh! Though Extrabed.in started as India-Centric 
it now has volunteers from all around the world. 

UnConference: The Book 

This book is an attempt to author a book using a wiki. Its a global collabora-
tive project. It aims to pick the best minds around the word from people who 
have helped organize unconferences or attended one. It’s a book entirely 
authored on a wiki. 

The book welcomes your participation. Think of this book like a bee hive. 
Thousands of bees buzz around to make a bee hive. So is this book. The end 
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result will be a rich, finely distilled book on unconferences. 

The book will see the launch of the project at WikiCamp by Jimmy Wales. 
The book is expected to hit the book stands by end of �007. 

More information at http://www.UnConference.info 

Getting assignments done 

Students create pages with minimal data and leave it for a couple of days to 
see their assignment article being writing by people all around the world. 
Also this way they didn’t have to do spell check, or biblography check or 
content check. 

Play Six Degrees of Wikipedia! 

Similar to the Six Degrees of Kevin Bacon meme (http://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Six_Degrees_of_Kevin_Bacon) (The idea here is that virtually every 
actor or actress can be connected to Kevin Bacon in less than six degrees). 
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Well, you can also play Six Degrees of Wikipedia. Using this site (http://
tools.wikimedia.de/sixdeg) you can find the shortest path between any two 
Wikipedia articles in the main namespace using wiki links. For example, it’s 
not hard to connect the Kiruba and Devil (three degrees(http://tools.wikime-
dia.de/sixdeg/index.jsp? from=kiruba&to=devil) 

Wiki Game 

To begin, a random page on the Wikipedia database is loaded (Random page 
link in the left navigation menu). The player is then given twenty seconds to 
orient him/herself to the subject matter on that first website (called the ‘Hom-
ing Page’). Once this ‘Reading Period’ is up, the player is then transported 
to completely different topic page after a series of hypertextual selections 
(‘clicks’). More specifically, this displacement is caused by first selecting a 
random link on the Homing Page and then on ten subsequent pages. 
After arriving at the final page in the randomized succession, the player must 
reorient him/herself and begin playing the actual game. It is the object of the 
game to find one’s way back to the Homing Page using as few clicks as pos-
sible. The player can use any wiki-link inside the contents of any entry page 
they come across. These links can appear as either images or words. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wiki_Game 

Future of Wikis 

Wikipedia 3.0 

Wikipedia is based on human comprehension unlike most portals or for that 
matter even google (which is a typical example of machine comprehension). 
On any given day, human comprehension is far more logical and accurate 
than machine comprehension. Wikipedia 3.0 is wikipedia dressed in web 
3.0 - organizing the world’s information in a logical way. The Semantic Web 
which promises this requires the use of a declarative ontological language 
like OWL to produce domain-specific ontologies that machines can use to 
reason about information and make new conclusions, not simply match key-
words. This may not happen quickly, but it will evolve eventually! 
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Appendix A: References 
�. C� Wiki - http://c�.com/cgi/wiki 
�. Wikipedia - http://www.wikipedia.org 
3. Ok/Cancel - http://www.ok-cancel.com 
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